
Understanding  
Connecticut’s  
Freedom of  
Information Act  
Fifth Edition
By Mark Sommaruga, Esq., Pullman & Comley, LLC

JUST RELEASED...

The Connecticut Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 
often called the “Sunshine Law, is a series of laws that 
guarantee the public access to meetings and records 
of governmental entities in Connecticut. The FOIA also 
sets forth numerous exceptions to its open meetings 
and records requirements. Over the years, however, 
both the FOIA and its exceptions have often been 
misconstrued.

This book should serve to provide guidance to public 
agencies and their members (not to mention members 
of the public) seeking to navigate the maze of edicts 
and exceptions associated with the FOIA.  

The new Fifth Edition has been updated to now include:

� �The latest statutory changes and important 
decisions concerning the FOIA

� �The latest developments concerning:
	 ✓ law enforcement records
	 ✓ school videos
	 ✓ personnel records

� �Additional details regarding FOIA compliance

Topics covered in the book include:

Section One: The FOIA’s Public Meetings Provisions

Meetings and Entities Covered by the FOIA, “Non-meetings” (e.g., collective 
bargaining exemptions), Agendas for Meetings; Minutes and Votes; Access  
of the Public and Media to Meetings; Adjournment; Special and “Emergency” 
Meetings; Executive Session (i.e., when is it permissible and proper 
procedures)

Section Two: The FOIA’s Access to Public Records Provisions

The General Rule Regarding Disclosure; Records and Entities Covered by the 
FOIA; Educational Records and Tests, Personnel Records, Preliminary Drafts 
or Notes, Attorney-Client Privileged Documents, Law Enforcement Records, 
and Other Important Exemptions to Disclosure; Responding to a Request 
for Documents; E-Mails; Destruction of Records and Records Retention 
Requirements

Section Two: FOIA Enforcement

FOIA Penalties: So What is the Price of Failure?; Proceedings Before the 
FOIC; Civil Remedies, Penalties, Other Orders by FOIC; Criminal Penalties
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